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In an effort to provide a better life for her 

son, Mr. DiMaggio’s mother, Maria Radiatti, 
worked tirelessly to send him to the United 
States before he was conscripted into the fas-
cist dictator Benito Mussolini’s military. Leav-
ing his home country of Italy behind, Mr. 
DiMaggio joined his extended family in Mon-
terey and worked to turn the fishing hobby of 
his childhood into a career. 

Mr. DiMaggio relocated to Alaska to pursue 
his fishing career, and for the next 50 years 
after returning home to Monterey, Mr. 
DiMaggio captained many vessels, including 
the Tommy D, the Ronnie F, the Sockeye, the 
Swan, and the Sea Queen. Throughout his ca-
reer, Mr. DiMaggio was a well-known and re-
spected figure in the Alaska and Monterey 
fishing communities. 

Outside his distinguished fIshing career, Mr. 
DiMaggio is a dedicated family man and active 
community member. On April 24, 1949, Mr. 
DiMaggio and Eva DiMecurio married, and to-
gether, they raised three children: Tommy, 
Marilyn, and Sal, as well as one grand-
daughter, Meredith. In 2019, the couple cele-
brated their 70th wedding anniversary. 
Throughout their lifetime together, Tom and 
Eva have proven their dedication to our com-
munity by donating their time and talents to 
the Sanctuary Bible Church in Carmel Valley 
and as members of the ‘‘Giovanottis,’’ a chari-
table group that provides dinners to the com-
munity. Currently, Mr. DiMaggio is an active 
member of the Italian Catholic Federation, the 
Compare Club, the Elks Lodge, and Festa 
Italia, of which he was named the Grand Mar-
shal for the 2010 parade. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to join me in recog-
nizing Mr. Tom DiMaggio for his extraordinary 
and celebrated life. As he celebrates his 100th 
birthday, Mr. DiMaggio continues to inspire the 
Central Coast for generations to come. It is 
therefore fitting and proper that we honor him 
today. 
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INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO RE-
QUIRE THE LIBRARY OF CON-
GRESS TO INSTALL THE D.C. 
SEAL IN THE MAIN READING 
ROOM ON THE THOMAS JEFFER-
SON BUILDING 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2022 

Ms. NORTON. Madam Speaker, today, I in-
troduce a bill to require the installation of the 
District of Columbia’s seal on the stained- 
glass windows in the Main Reading Room of 
the Thomas Jefferson Building of the Library 
of Congress, where the seals of all the states 
and territories that existed when the building 
was constructed, except for the District, are 
depicted. D.C.’s seal was readily available at 
that time and should have been included. 

The seals of Hawaii and Alaska are not in-
cluded in the display because they were not 
states or territories when the building was con-
structed. This fact argues for the inclusion of 
the District, which, after all, was the nation’s 
capital at the time of construction. The omis-
sion of D.C. was brought to my attention by a 
District resident, Luis Landau, a former docent 
at the Library. 

The residents of the District have always 
had all the obligations of American citizenship, 
including paying federal taxes and serving in 
all the nation’s wars, including the War of 
1812, during which the Capitol building, which 
then housed the Library of Congress, was 
burned, prompting construction of the current 
Library building with the state and territory 
seals. It is, therefore, without question that the 
District and its residents should receive equal 
treatment among the stained-glass windows 
that portray the history of the United States. 
D.C. residents deserve to have their history 
and American citizenship recognized. 

There is existing evidence that the D.C. seal 
should have been depicted. The Members of 
Congress room in the Jefferson Building, 
which is not open to the public, has a painted 
depiction of the D.C. seal included with state 
seals on its ceiling. This precedent reinforces 
our request to be represented among the 
stained-glass windows in the Main Reading 
Room, which is open to the public. 

Congress already often includes D.C., or 
has corrected the omission of it, when hon-
oring the states. For example, D.C. now has 
two statues in the Capitol alongside two stat-
ues from each of the 50 states. The National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2013 requires the armed services to display 
the District flag whenever the flags of the 
states are displayed. Legislation was also en-
acted to give D.C. a coin after it was omitted 
from legislation creating coins for the 50 
states. We also successfully worked with the 
U.S. Postal Service to create a D.C. stamp, 
like the stamps for the 50 states, and worked 
with the National Park Service to add the D.C. 
flag alongside the state flags across from 
Union Station. It is long overdue to display the 
D.C. seal with the seals of the states in the 
Main Reading Room of the Library of Con-
gress. 

I strongly urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 
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RECOGNIZING OF THE 98TH BIRTH-
DAY OF THOMAS CLEVELAND 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2022 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize the 98th birthday of 
Thomas Cleveland. 

Thomas was born on October 6, 1923. He 
spent most of his life in Coosa County, Ala-
bama, but was drafted in April of 1943 at the 
age of 18. He went to basic training at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi. While there he was 
trained in demolition and experienced his first 
injury. The soldiers were training with TNT and 
a detonation cap exploded in his hand. 

After Camp Shelby, he was off to Camp 
Kilby, New Jersey, where he boarded a troop 
ship and headed to Birmingham, England. The 
trip across the ocean was 14 days and he was 
seasick for seven of those days recalling the 
ship rocking back and forth sending him to the 
deck to hang his head. 

Once across the English Channel, he land-
ed on the beaches in Normandy, France, dur-
ing the second wave of the invasion. It was 
there he was shot in the shoulder resulting in 
his first Purple Heart. When he went into the 

U.S. Army, his mother had given him a small 
Bible with a metal cover to carry with him. 
Even today, the Bible has blood stains from 
the shoulder wound. The bullet is still in his 
shoulder. 

During the Battle of the Bulge, he received 
another injury and the second Purple Heart. 

When asked what he remembers most 
about War World II, he tells of constantly ad-
vancing on the enemy and being separated 
from his unit when they encountered Ger-
mans. Once reunited with his unit, only four 
soldiers were left in his squad. This is when 
he received a battle-field promotion from the 
rank of private first class to sergeant. 

Three years after being drafted, the war was 
over for Thomas and he went back to the 
United States at Fort Lewis, Washington, to be 
discharged. After a train ride from Washington 
to Birmingham, Alabama, he took a taxi back 
to Hanover, Alabama, where he continues to 
live today. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing Thomas and wishing him a very happy 
98th birthday. I thank him for his service to our 
country. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JENNIFER WEXTON 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2022 

Ms. WEXTON. Madam Speaker, I regret 
that I was not able to be present for Roll Call 
No. 479 on agreeing to the resolution H. Res. 
1464. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 479. 
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HONORING MICHELLE WAITE 

HON. DON BACON 
OF NEBRASKA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 16, 2022 

Mr. BACON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Michelle Waite for her lifetime of 
dedication to the Great State of Nebraska, the 
University of Nebraska—Lincoln, and our mili-
tary and veteran community. After twenty-four 
remarkable years, Michelle is retiring after a 
career of incredible service to our university 
and the citizens of our state. 

Michelle hails from Cody, a town in the 
beautiful Sand Hills of Nebraska and she com-
pleted her undergraduate education at Doane 
College in Crete. She also earned a Master of 
Legal Studies Degree from the University of 
Nebraska College of Law. In addition, Michelle 
is the proud mother of Cody and Logan, and 
we are grateful to Cody for his service in our 
Armed Forces. 

Since 1998, Michelle Waite has served in 
the office of the chancellor where she cur-
rently works as the Assistant to the Chancellor 
for Government and Military Relations. In that 
role, she serves as the principal advisor to 
UNL Chancellor Ronnie Green. In 1987, 
Michelle went to work for former Speaker of 
the Legislator, Ron Withem of Papillion, serv-
ing as his Legislative Assistant until his retire-
ment in 1997. Following Speaker Withem’s re-
tirement, Michelle went on to work for State 
Senator Ron Raikes until she was hired in 
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